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Claims 



What is claimed is: 

V) w 1 • An indicator apparatus, comprising: 
€ 7y/ ' a housing havingNa first side extending generally between second and 

third sides; and 

.at least one elongated strip of substantially translucent material extending 
through the first side and al least one of the second and third sides so that part of 
the strip is visible at the firs\side and the at least one of the second and third 
sides. 

2. The indicatoXpparatus of claim 1 , further including a light source 
operatives associated with iL at least one elongated strip so that light from the 
light source illuminates the at \astone elongated strip. 

3. The indicator apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the light source has an 
illuminated condition and nonillurLated condition, each condition being 
indicative of an operating conditio^ the indicator apparatus. 

-|4. The indicator Lparatus of claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
" elongated strip extends comjbtely through the housing from the second side 
through to the third side and isWposed at the first side, whereby the at least one 
elongated strip is visible along he first side, the second side, and the third side. 

5. The indicator apparatus of claim 4, wherein the second and third 
sides are opposed sides of the housing. 

6. The indicator apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
elongated strip further includes] at least two elongated strips of the substantially 
translucent material, each of tile at least two elongated strips extending through 
the first side and at least one o\the second and third sides so that part of each of 
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the elongated strips is v,sible\the firs* side and the a. least one of the second 
and third sides, a partition of a \bs.antia„y opaoue materia, separating the at 
least two elongated strips. 

7 The indicator apparLs of claim 6, further including a different light 
source operatively associated withUch of the at least two elongated stnps so 
L each light source illuminates a corresponding one the at least two 

elongated strips. 



8. The indicator apparal 



.s of claim 7, wherein each of the at least two 
elongated strips extends complete} through the housing from the second s,de 
through to the third side and is exr&sed at the first side. 

9 . The indicator appaltus of claim 8. wherein the second and third 
sides are opposed sides of the rfcusing. 

10 The indicator aplratus of claim 1, wherein the at least one 
elongated strip has an outer iten. that substantially conforms ,c the contour of 
an adjacent outer sidewall pofrtion of the housing. 

11 An indicator system, comprising: 

a housing having a 1st side extending between second and third srdes, at 
,eas, one elongated slot firmed in the housing extending through the first s,de 
and at least one of the slond and third sides; and 

a substantially material being disposed in the slot adjacent a 



light source that is oper 
material, the translucent 
one of the second and t 



:ive to, when activated, illuminate the translucent 
material being visible at the first side and the at least 
ird sides. 
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\ , m Herein the light S ° UrCe 

indvoawe of an op in th e at least one 

+ r \stem of claim 1 1 • where,n *" he second side 
*0 ^ The indicator s^tem h the housing from the seco 

^Vt rf Jextends comp^Y *° ak)ng the fir st side, whereby 

' eSngafed slot exten y an openl ng along d ^ 

, in the third side and pro 1 ^ first slde , the se 

through to the h % ^ vislble at 

the substantially transiu i 

and the third side. \ ^ ^ 

♦ astern \ claim 13, wherem these 
The indicator system oj 

| translucent materials* I 

3 and third sides. MwW WW-«-"* W * 

— - ra ^:^tes the transit mater, 

corresponding one , n eac h ofthe at least two 

1T ^ indicator system \ ^ — w lh e second side 
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1 8. The indicatdV system of claim 17, wherein the second and third 
sides are opposed sides oi the housing. 

19. The indicatorlpparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein the at least one 
elongated strip has an outel extent that substantially conforms to the contour of 
an adjacent outer sidewall portion of the housing. 

■i 

20. An indicator apparatus, comprising: 
housing means hav ing an outer sidewall portion; 
illumination means for, when activated, emitting light; and 
substantially translucent means extending through the sidewall portion of 

the housing means for transmitting emitted light from the illumination means so 
as to be visible from a plurality of sides of the outer sidewall portion of the 
housing. 



^ 21. A proxim^y sensor system, comprising: 

a proximity sensoNpr sensing the proximity of an object; 
an indicator housing\aving an outer sidewall portion with a plurality of 

sides; . 

at least one elongated] strip of substantially translucent material extending 

through at least one side of tie sidewall portion through to another side of the 
sidewall portion so that part if the strip is visible at the at least one side and the 
another side of the sidewalljportion; and 

a light source opera|vely associated with the at least one elongated strip, 
the light source being operative to, when activated, illuminate the elongated strip, 
the light source being actuated based on an operating condition of the proximity 
sensor system. 
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